
The field is white unto harvest at the Polk Co. Jail! God is working in 
hearts we are privileged to serve with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Seeds are being sown everyday through the Bibles given, Christian 
books distributed, Bible studies, and one on ones.  These all translate 
into changed lives. We are privileged to watch God touch hearts 
through these divine appointments. Every powerful prayer and 
financial gift gives you the privilege of having your own contact and 
impact as well. God called each of us to go to the incarcerated, and in 
this way you enter the trenches with us. THANK YOU for your 
partnership, and belief that God would use all of us for His glory!! 
What a blessing each one of you is!

Recently I met a man who was a new arrival in Jail. He’d only been 
out of the Rockwell City prison for 10 days, and was assigned to the 
Fort DSM detention center. Right away his girlfriend brought drugs. 
Shortly after using they both were arrested, and brought to the PCJ. 
He wept uncontrollably and wanted to talk, so we did. I was aware of 
Rockwell City and knew of some others who did time with him. He 
described how he’d been around a spiritual climate at Rockwell, but 
had not made it his faith personally.  

We can have positive peer groups, but yet never make that influence 
of the Holy Spirit to be our own. Religion may be a positive influence, 

but it is not a relationship. It’s possibly a way to check God off of my 
weekly to do list. 

Now out of prison he couldn’t fight because he didn’t have the 
Spirit’s power inside to battle with temptation. It wasn’t his intention 
to fall back into drugs, especially after spending considerable time in 
prison. I’ve heard those in prison say, “The number one reason a man 
goes back to prison is a woman”. In this case his love for her took him 
down the wrong path. I shared the gospel, with tears flowing down 
his cheeks he received Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord. The seeds 
of God’s Word were already sown, but the God of the harvest 
brought light to his blinded eyes and he believed. 

In all of my 14 years I’ve never seen such an out pouring of His Spirit 
with 99 souls who gave their hearts to Christ in the month of August!  
I believe God has used your powerful prayers to effect an eternal 
change thank you for your impact.  

Thank You Father! You are good to sow the seed in various ways, 
places, and ultimately bring about a harvest of souls here at the Polk 
County Jail. Thank you especially, Lord, for the phenominal month of 
August that brought 99 souls into your kingdom. May your name be 
praised! Amen!
     In His Service, Chaplain Jerry

Tip of the Month:
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 Another changed life!
Hello, my name is Madalynn Perez. I’m 
21 years old and was raised as a 
Catholic. I never really attended church 
growing up, or was strong about faith. 
It was just part of our family. Any faith 
I did have I lost all of it when I was 
around 12. I had a lot of unanswered 
questions. I never really realized how 

much God loved me even though He showed me many times. At 17 
I was In a bad car accident only three days after I graduated from 
high school. My car caught on fire while I was still inside. God saved 
my life that day, but I was too blind to see it. I was recently incar-
cerated in jail and facing 65 years. They offered a Bible study. It was 
the first time I ever went to one. The lady said something that stuck 

with me. God doesn’t punish His children but when we face a crisis 
in life it’s to bring us closer to His Word. I understood He wasn’t 
punishing me. He just wanted me to know who He was and what 
He had done for me. I got arrested on April 13 and when I went to 
Bible study on April 25 the chaplain volunteer asked me when I die 
would I go to heaven or hell and I told her I would go to heaven. 
Her next question was if God was sitting right in front of the gates 
and asked you why you should be let into heaven what would you 
say? I didn’t know how to answer. I told her I had no clue. I thought 
it was to be a nice person, and that it would be enough. Then she 
asked me if I knew Jesus?  I told her that reading the Bible while I 
was in jail helped me to understand that He died just for me to 
make sure that I can go into heaven and spend my eternal life with 
Him. I also learned that I can be
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JESUS ALIVE IN LIVES

God comes to us in the clouds of life; not the sunshine. To know 
that sorrow, bereavement and suffering are actually the clouds 
that come along with God!  –Oswald Chambers



PRAYER REQUESTS:
• You’ll not want to miss this year’s banquet! 
• Pray that the Holy Spirit would bless the night as we hear about 

The God of Light who brings Light to the Blind Tuesday Oct. 1st @ 
Grace Church 6:00 PM. Please pray for a great turnout of 350. 

• We mail out nearly 500 newsletters to our partners. Would you 
each make it a goal to come to the banquet, and get a firsthand 
look at what God is doing through this ministry?  

• Looking for businesses that would sponsor a table at the banquet 
for $250.

• Please pray for volunteer Ann Agans as she struggles with 
seizures. She organizes the Jail clothing closet.  

• Continued prayer for Dave Hamlin, wife Edna and son Jason, all 
battling cancer.

• Pray for an Assistant Chaplain who is burdened and called to the 
PCJ ministry to work 15 to 20 hours a week. He will eventually 
replace me in the next four to five years.  

• God will show me how to delegate my time wisely.
• The health and wellbeing of all volunteers and their families. 

Protection and wisdom for their ministries.     
• Prayer for discernment in doing spiritual warfare with the enemy 

as he attempts to derail us with many distractions.
• God will use our ministry presence with the Jail population and 

the Sheriff’s office staff to touch lives with the Gospel. 
• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the Jail, 

and those Deputies out on patrol.    
• That we as a ministry would stay focused to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ.
• God would cause brokenness to new arrivals and a hunger for His 

Word.
• More inmate lead Bible studies would begin, and more inmates 

would reach others for Christ in their pods.
• Sunday services at 10:00 A.M. would be greatly attended as a 

larger number of inmates would awaken to watch. Also that the 
detention officers would support the benefits to the inmates as 
they watch the services.  

• An awakening of local churches and individuals to participate in 
this incredible ministry prayerfully, and financially as a viable 
mission’s effort. More direct contacts with Pastors to tell the 
ministry story for prayer and financial support.   

• Those inmates who have gone off to prisons or back to the 
streets would stay faithful to Jesus Christ and His Word, be active 
in sharing their faith, and attend their local churches.

• All of us would remain watchful, thankful, and deliberate in our 
service to Christ.

• The volunteers and I will stay in step with the Holy Spirit’s 
leading.

(PRAYER REQUESTS - Continued)
• All of us in this ministry would go deeper with the Lord in our 

private time with Him.

ANSWERS:
• The additional staff has reduced the work load significantly, 

so staff is more rested.
• Greater numbers are coming to the Sunday services.
• The Holy Spirit is doing a great work with His power of 

conviction.
• Praise God for the harvest of souls! It’s the most individuals in 

my fourteen years, and praise also for discipleship that is 
going on daily.

• We are daily experiencing the fruit of your earnest prayers 
with lives that are changing through genuine repentance.

• There is a tremendous hunger for God! 
• I hear from former inmates that many churches receive, and 

make them feel welcome when they attend.
• The volunteers and I are amazed at the daily encounters with 

inmates that are truly divine appointments.
• Praise and thanksgiving to God for all that He does in 

orchestrating the details and events of this ministry!

MOST WANTED:
• 2500 stamps as we approach our Christmas event.   
• Men and women coats and shoes.  Winter is coming!

Ministry Monthly Report: 
August
                                                              Monthly: Ytd:
Inmate Request:      497       3,939
One-on-One inmate counseling:      900       7,181
Religious reading materials given:      800       5,991
Bible Study groups:         93 773
Inmates involved with studies:   1,170      8,480
View Worship Service:      348       3,501 
Volunteer Hours:      253       2,067
Number of Volunteers:        26 209
Bibles given:      427       3,552
Number of New Believers:        99 337
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forgiven for all of my sins that I’ve ever committed in life. He made a 
path for me all I had to do was follow it. On April 25th around 2:30 I 
was saved! I asked Jesus to forgive my sins and be my Savior and Lord. 
I could proudly now say I’m a Christian! I instantly felt different inside 
and loved it! I was even more interested in reading the Bible. I used to 
take a lot of medication just to get by each day. The Holy Spirit is my 
new medication and He’s never lacking! As I approached 104 days of 
incarceration I finished the Bible still knowing that I was going to face 
a 65 year sentence. I put it underneath my bed and woke up to a 
guard telling me that my lawyer was here. It didn’t make too much 
sense because I had court the next day, and we knew what was going 

  Please help support

Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 

to happen. He explained that he’d gotten my time down, which 
would mean no more incarceration time. I could go home! I have 
been attending church which is the first time that I can remember 
ever going. I want to continue down the path of Christianity and I 
want to follow God’s way of being a Christian. I’m ready to say 
goodbye to the old Madalynn completely and be reborn.†


